“Yunnan Goes International”: The Active Involvement of Yunnan in Asian Subregionalism as a Case of Subnational External Affairs by Simon Christian Rowedder
学校编码：10384              分类号_______ 密级 ______ 
学 号：30220101154362        UDC _______       
 
  硕  士  学  位  论  文 
“云南走向国际化”: 云南在亚洲次区域主义中的
积极参与次国家外事案例研究 
“Yunnan Goes International”: The Active Involvement of 
Yunnan in Asian Subregionalism as a Case of Subnational 
External Affairs 
Simon Rowedder 
指导教师姓名： 施 雪 琴  教 授 
专 业 名 称 ： 亚 太 国 际 关 系 
论文提交日期： 2 0 1 2 年 7 月 
论文答辩日期： 2 0 1 2 年 9 月 
学位授予日期： 2 0 1 2 年    月 
答辩委员会主席：         
评    阅    人：         













 “Yunnan Goes International”: 









                声明人（签名）： 
























































 “Yunnan Goes International”:  










  1、保密（ ），在   年解密后适用本授权书。 




作者签名：      日期：2012 年 7 月  日 





































































 “Yunnan Goes International”:  






































































































 “Yunnan Goes International”:  
The Active Involvement of Yunnan in Asian Subregionalism as a Case of Subnational External Affairs 
Abstract 
With direct borders to Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam, the southwestern Chinese province of 
Yunnan is uniquely positioned between portions of China, Southeast Asia and South Asia, 
which has made it an important commercial and cultural cross-regional hub throughout 
ancient and pre-modern history. This cross-regional and transnational legacy has been 
translated into the modern context of lying between and within different entities of a new 
politico-economically regionalized architecture with subregional tendencies. 
This study is, hence, designed to examine Yunnan’s corresponding engagement with the 
emerging subregional cooperation dynamics of Southeast Asia and South Asia from the 
theoretical angle of subnational involvement in international, or external, affairs. 
In doing so, the theoretical complex of regional and subregional cooperation will be 
combined with the theorization of subnational external relations of rather Western-centered 
concepts of “paradiplomacy” and “multilayered diplomacy” in order to derive a specific, 
modified framework of internal and external factors for the materialization of Yunnan’s 
subnational external activities termed as Yunnan’s “microdiplomacy” throughout this study.  
After having extracted indications of the generally emerging trend in China of provincial 
external activities, the Yunnan-specific favoring factors of the domestic policies of the 
Western Development Program and the external contexts of regionalization processes in 
Southeast Asia and South Asia and China’s respective involvement are elaborated. Having 
arrived at the agency-level, it will be shown how these broad regional contexts have been at 
the subregional level concretely filled with Yunnan’s multilateral and bilateral initiatives and 
activities, thereby focusing on its involvement in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) and 
the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM) Economic Cooperation. 
This evident perception of a Yunnanese “microdiplomacy” implying a certain subnational 
capacity in conducting foreign affairs will be relativized by the reference to associated major 
challenges at the end of this study. 
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